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Summary 

 

North Korea pose – and will continue to pose in the coming years - one of the most difficult 
challenges to international peace and security. While tensions are rising on the peninsula, the 
presentation focused on the strategic consequences of the DPRK crisis and analyzed the 
challenges posed by a more capable, nuclear-armed North Korea. 
 
What can be drawn from North Korea’s own statements about its nuclear strategy and from 
the developments of its nuclear and missile programs is both the willingness to achieve an 
operational nuclear capability, and progress in its capacity to achieve this goal. 
 
Since Kim Jong-un took power in December 2011, nuclear weapons have become a core 
element of North Korea's security strategy. Kim Jong-un’s North Korea wants a fully 
operational nuclear capability and to affirm itself as a Nuclear Weapons State. Different steps 
have been taken in this regard, including amendment of the Constitution. 
 
In parallel, the development of the nuclear and missile programs has accelerated, bringing 
DPRK closer to achieving an operational capability. Since 2016, North Korea conducted 
numerous missile tests and two nuclear tests, demonstrating technological advancements. Kim 
Jong-un announced in his 2017 New Year’s address that Pyongyang had “entered the final 
stage of preparation for the test launch of [an] intercontinental ballistic missile.” These 
developments come with a belligerent rhetoric and an aggressive posture, with frequent 
threats of preemptive nuclear strikes and exercises. 
 
The continuation of North Korean nuclear and ballistic programs is an open challenge to the 
non-proliferation regime and the authority of the UN Security Council. It fuels a severe 
escalation of tensions in the Korean peninsula and beyond. Strategic mistakes and accidental 
escalation could happen. The crisis has evolved into a security challenge with dangerous 
ramifications for all. This is one of the major threats to international peace and security.  
 
North Korea is no longer only a proliferation problem; this is also a strategic challenge. The 
goal of North Korea is to gain access to nuclear weapons State status and to disrupt strategic 
balances in North-East Asia and beyond.  In particular, there will be strategic consequences 
should North Korea successfully develop an operational ICBM capability. It would increase 
the potential for instability in the region and have an impact on US extended deterrence and 
U.S. alliances in Asia. It would structurally change the strategic balance in Northeast Asia, 
with four nuclear States involved in a small and volatile region.  
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Such strategic challenges are reinforced by the difficulty to anticipate the nuclear posture and 
strategy of the regime. There are reasons to think that Pyongyang will continue to seek an 
even greater role for nuclear weapons. They are no longer for bargaining and signaling. 
Nuclear weapons are for regime survival but might also serve more offensive roles, such as 
coercion and blackmail, or even a more revisionist agenda. 
 
As North Korea is persisting in the path of proliferation, the threat to peace and security is 
growing. There is a real urgency for the international community to demonstrate its 
determination and step up efforts to try to change the DPRK regime’s calculus, in order to halt 
and rollback North Korea’s nuclear and missile program. 


