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Mr. President,  

First and foremost, Mr. President, allow me to congratulate you on taking up your 

position as President of the Conference on Disarmament, and we wish you the best 

of success as you carry out your function.  

I also wish to welcome amongst us this morning Ms. Izumi Nakamitsu, High 

Representative for Disarmament Affairs. Her work as supporting the machinery of 

disarmament is a very important signal and it invites all of us to act responsibly.  

France associates itself to the statement made on behalf of the European Union and 

I would like to present some additional comments, in my national capacity.  

 

Mr. President, dear colleagues,  

Last year, my delegation noted with great concern a general tendency to a 

deterioration of the international security environment. Far from decreasing, these 

developments have in fact intensified, as it is emphasized in the “National Security 

and Strategic Defense Review” which was requested by the president of the French 

Republic, Mr. Emmanuel Macron, as soon as he was elected.  

Published last December, this keynote document establishes the strategic framework 

for the elaboration of the Military Planning Bill for 2019-2025, which will take our 

defense spending to 2% of GDP by 2025. This review draws lessons from the 

development, since the publication of the White Paper of 2013, of an unstable and 

unpredictable strategic context which is hallmarked by a sustained terrorist threat 

which will last over time and by the fact that crises are recurring simultaneously, a 

military strengthening of established or emerging powers, a weakening of multilateral 



frameworks, the acceleration of technological change. The Review examines in this 

context the interest of France and looks to the defense needs of Europe, as well as 

for peace and international security, and establishes the priorities which are required 

for our armed forces.  

Now, I am not going to take you through the details of the different aspects of this 

Strategic Review which I would invite you to consult online on our France 

Disarmament website. But, I would like to emphasize some of its key points:  

The Strategic Review emphasizes that the international system that has emerged 

after the Cold War is now giving way to a multipolar environment subject to sweeping 

changes, and that instability and unpredictability are the dominant features. A 

growing number of established as well as emerging powers are increasingly 

displaying military assertiveness in areas which are experiencing tensions, involving 

power politics, or even “fait accompli”. Such assertiveness also fuels logic of 

competition regarding access to resources and control of strategic spaces, both 

physical and virtual (maritime, air, outer space and digital space).  

These developments have come alongside direct challenges, in some cases, to 

those international institutions and norms that were set up to manage the use of 

force. Proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems 

remains a very troubling trend. These strategies of power have been backed by the 

development of new operating methods, based on ambiguity of intentions, the 

combination of means of actions – military or non-military – aiming to intimidate or 

destabilize. This development greatly increases risks of escalation.  

We also have to face harsher conflicts and potentially better equipped adversaries. 

Growing arsenals, the spread of modern conventional equipment and technological 

advances have been providing an increased number of state or non-state actors with 

access to advanced military capabilities. At the same time, the dissemination of new 

civilian technologies that were until recently the exclusive preserve of States, are now 

broadly accessible.  

When combined with innovative courses of action, these developments are not 

without consequences on operational and technological capacities of the armed 

forces, in all domains: on land, at sea and in the air, but also in the digital space, 

which has become a domain for potential confrontation in itself, and also in the outer 

space.  

The technological breakthroughs we are witnessing are a source of opportunities, but 

also of newly found vulnerabilities. The faster pace of technological revolutions or of 

revolutions in the uses of technology in the civilian sphere point to numerous 

potential military applications: artificial intelligence, robotics, networking systems and 

biotechnologies. Advances in digital technology make it essential to the functioning of 

our societies, of the State as well as of our armed forces. Cyberspace is 



characterized by the multiplicity of its actors, public and private, a weak legal 

framework and the difficulty to determine the perpetrators of attacks. Cyberspace 

leads to new vulnerabilities, making digital sovereignty a major challenge.  

So, this Strategic Review, Mr. President, which has been conducted in France, calls 

upon us, more than ever, to face with responsibility, realism and determination those 

numerous current challenges. The Review reminds us that only coherent efforts to 

appease international tensions, to guarantee a constant respect of international law, 

and to make the necessity of dialogue and cooperation on all levels (bilateral, 

regional or multilateral) prevail, will allow to lend credibility to our common ambitions 

of disarmament and control of armament.  

 

Mr. President,  

Despite difficulties, we must stand ready to tackle the numerous challenges that we 

will have to face this year. France will actively contribute to these efforts.  

The second PrepCom of the NPT will be a highlight of the year 2018. The threat 

posed by the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of 

delivery has increased these last few months. It is our collective responsibility to act 

for the protection and the strengthening of non-proliferation regimes established by 

the major instruments in this field, including the NPT. We will be particularly vigilant 

regarding the actions of North Korea, which has multiplied destabilizing provocations 

last year, in complete violation of numerous UN Security Council resolutions. When 

faced with such actions, our responsibility is to reaffirm the inviolability of the non-

proliferation norm and to firmly bring back North Korea to the negotiating table with 

the aim of comprehensive, verifiable and irreversible denuclearization of the 

peninsula. We must also make sure that the NPT review cycle continues to give the 

highest priority to the settlement of this crisis.  

In the same vein, my country will continue to pay the greatest attention to the strict 

implementation of the JCPOA. Firmness and balance are required to continue to 

address the different international concerns that Iran is causing, regarding notably 

Security Council Resolution 2231.  

 

My country will also be particularly active in promoting a pragmatic and progressive 

vision of nuclear disarmament, taking fully into account the security context. That is 

the reason why France opposes the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, 

hastily negotiated last year, in the full ignorance of the degradation of the strategic 

context and of the role that nuclear deterrence continues to play as a policy in the 

preservation of international and regional security and stability, notably in Europe and 



Asia. France did not take part in the negotiations of this instrument, and has no plans 

to join it. It is not binding to us and it does not create new obligations.  

For disarmament does not occur by decree but must be build, we will keep working 

with determination to the implementation of the following priority steps on nuclear 

disarmament:  

 The entry into force of the CTBT;  

 The launching of negotiations of the Fissile Material Cut Off Treaty (FMCT), on 

the basis of document CD/1299 and the mandate contained therein ;  

 The active participation in the HLPEG (High Level Preparatory Experts Group) 

of the FMCT, under Canadian presidency ;  

 And finally, the work on nuclear disarmament verification, both within the 

framework of the International Partnership for Nuclear Disarmament 

Verification (IPNDV) and the GGE which will be established this year, under 

Norwegian presidency.  

 

Mr. President,  

The unlawful use of chemical weapons is also a matter of great concern for France. 

Since 2012, international investigation mechanisms, the press and non-governmental 

organizations have reported several hundreds of chemical attacks. Nearly 14,000 

people have allegedly been exposed to toxic substances and several hundred have 

been killed. These repeated attacks are a cause for concern because they 

compromise the prohibition of the use of chemical weapons.  

France does not accept that the strongest non-proliferation regime can be 

compromised without consequences. That is why the International Partnership 

against Impunity for the Use of Chemical Weapons has been proposed. As we 

speak, a founding group of 29 States are endorsing a joint declaration of principles 

and taking part in the conference inaugurating the partnership. They also are 

participating in the inaugural conference of this partnership, opened, as of now, to all 

States having ratified the CWC.  

Another area of major concerns is biological weapons. The meeting of States parties 

of the Convention on prohibition of biological and toxin weapons (BWC) which was 

held last December under the remarkable presidency of our Indian colleague 

Amandeep Singh Gill, concluded on a positive note despite genuine difficulties.  

France will be particularly attentive to give a necessary momentum to concrete 

progress, on this basis.  

 

Mr. President,  



2018 will also be an important year in the conventional domain, as follows:  

To improve everyone’s security, we must renew our determination to progress on the 

way to disarmament, and to the fight against conventional weapons dissemination. 

Every day, illicit arms trafficking, the dissemination of small arms and light weapons 

and the use of improvised explosive devices cause a growing number of victims, 

including civilians. These weapons, in the hands of State and non-State actors, feed 

terrorism and represent, today, in more and more countries, the main threat on 

societies, their security, their stability and their prosperity.  

You can count on the unwavering commitment of France to do everything possible to 

ensure that the Review Conference of the United Nations Programme of Action on 

Small Arms and Light Weapons, that will take place next June under French 

presidency, will be a success. We will be mindful that the preparatory process is as 

substantive and tangible as transparent and inclusive. Drawing all possible lessons 

from experiences and specific concerns of all regions and countries seems essential 

to us.  

I would also like to share that France released yesterday a series of documents 

which will be the basis of new informal open consultations, on January 29th, at 3 pm, 

in room XXV of the Palais des Nations. Furthermore, the international community 

must further mobilize itself, with the support of civil society, to reinforce the respect of 

international humanitarian law and to make further progress in the tangible 

implementation and universalization of existing instruments.  This is the case for the 

Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) which will only reach its objectives if it becomes a 

worldwide treaty, bringing together exporter, importer, and transit and transfer 

countries. France will contribute to the achievement of these goals, as vice-president, 

under the Japanese presidency of the 4th Conference of State Parties.  

The above is also true for the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW), 

which has seen positive outcomes last year that we should reinforce. The 

discussions on the prospective matter of lethal autonomous weapon systems 

(LAWS), initiated in 2013 by France and pursued by Germany must deepen within 

the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) in the forthcoming session of April 2018. 

Still within the framework of this Convention, the ongoing work on the issue of 

improvised explosive devices (IED), which causes too many victims every year, must 

be pursued. My country will continue to provide the necessary impetus and expertise 

to move forward on this topic, notably as chair of the 20th Annual Conference of the 

High Contracting Parties of the amended Protocol II of the CCW.  

 

Mr. President,  



You will have the difficult task, in close collaboration with members of the P6, to draft 

a Programme of Work for this Conference. I know that you will spare no effort in this 

complex task to ensure that the Conference can come out of the difficult situation it 

has been in for far too long. You can count on the full support and the constructive 

approach of my delegation in your efforts.  

More than ever, it is necessary for this Conference to return to a climate of trust and 

constructive dialogue allowing progress, bearing in mind the breakthroughs and the 

benefits of recent years. The substantive discussions undertaken as part of the 

Schedule of Activities until 2015 or in the Way Ahead Working Group last year 

brought a useful contribution, upon which we must build to move forward this year.  

Ensuring a continuity of efforts between successive presidents of the Conference on 

Disarmament seems essential to progress gradually and continuously towards 

consensus. In the same vein, we should also strive to make sure that the CD be fully 

informed and involved in efforts conducted elsewhere, in over disarmament fora, 

such as in GGE. We must work toward reconnecting the different disarmament 

machinery pillars and reinforce coherence of action in everyone’s best interest.  

You can count on the full support of my delegation in this perspective.  

Thank you for your kind attention, Mr. President. 


