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Mr. President,  

First and foremost, I would like to thank you for the efforts you put in conducting our 

work, as well as for the open-ended consultations you started.  

From my delegation’s point of view, the constructive atmosphere of our discussion up 

to this point has been positive. It shows a collective will to progress towards a 

relaunch, even through innovative manners, of substantive work in the CD, an 

institution France is deeply attached to, as you know.  

In this spirit, several ideas have been mentioned during our last sessions, to which I 

would now like to react through a few general considerations.  

First, concerning the process:  

Some of us have insisted on the importance of ensuring more continuity with the 

efforts engaged by the successive presidencies of the CD.  

Without having to reopen the rules of procedure, I believe that such an objective 

could be reached through reinforced coordination among the P6 with the 

Secretariat’s support.  

This continuity could also be sought through the potential establishment of one or 

more subsidiary groups in the CD with renewable one-year mandates. This is a 

solution that we would have welcomed favorably for the “Way Ahead Working Group” 

established last year. Ensuring more consistency and predictability for our work can 

only increase effectivity in our discussion and their chances of success.  

Another improvement we could actively seek consists in a better inclusion of the CD 

in the disarmament machinery as well as in other multilateral processes, as 

mentioned by the High Representative last week. Apart from the UNDC or the 1st 

Committee of the UNGA, I also think of the numerous GGEs established recently 



(verification, FMCT, spatial matters, and so on). Regarding this, I would like to praise 

the presence here, this morning, of the Canadian president of the HLPEG and 

congratulate her on her very comprehensive intervention. In this regard, I fully 

endorse the statement delivered on behalf of the European Union. Reconnecting the 

CD to these various lines of work represent an opportunity not only to reinforce the 

inclusivity and the transparency of our exchanges, but also to ensure a circulation of 

information and a greater coherence and effectivity of our talks.  

Finally, I believe that, in order to re-establish trust in the dialogue, reconnecting the 

debate with the current state of the world is indispensable, at a time when divisions 

within the disarmament community deepen. Last January 23rd, I briefed you about 

the main orientations of the Defense and National Security Strategic Review 

conducted in France. It concluded that the current strategic context was marked by 

heightened tensions and increasing threats, including nuclear threats, whether out of 

proliferation or of voluntarily opaque postures, and sometimes serving aggressive 

strategies. In this context, we believe our priority should be given to measures meant 

to reinforce trust and improve transparency, while fully respecting the interests and 

security of all. This also means restoring the entire meaning of the demanding path of 

consensus.  

Let me now come to the substance:  

France continues to promote the immediate launch of negotiations, in the CD, of a 

Treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons and other 

explosive devices, based on document CD/1299 and the mandates contained 

therein. In this regard, we intend to contribute actively and constructively to the 

ongoing work within the framework of the High Level Preparatory Group and its 

possible follow-up, as we wish, in the CD. In a more unpredictable and tense 

strategic environment, let’s be clear, the negotiation of a Cut-off treaty, aiming at 

putting a ceiling on current fissile material stocks dedicated to nuclear weapons 

would represent a major breakthrough, ending definitively the possibility of a new 

nuclear arms race.  

However, it is not only by reaffirming our national priorities that we will be able to 

move forward, but also by working pragmatically, building on existing positions and 

past experiences.  

In this respect, I would like to revisit two leads mentioned during our last sessions:  

Firstly, the interesting idea brought up by Germany of opening the range of possible 

negotiations within the CD to other forms of agreement besides new instruments of 

international law. To reach objectives defined together, agreed upon together, 

exploration of other potential paths such as codes of conduct, guidelines or political 

declarations can be of great interest and should be seen by all as possible avenues 

to explore.  



Secondly, emerging issues that will be increasingly discussed. They include progress 

linked to the development of sciences and technologies. In a world evolving rapidly, 

the technological breakthroughs we witness represent true sources of opportunities, 

in the civilian world, where applications are already numerous, as well as in the 

military field. Security challenges can arise, as they are likely to generate 

vulnerabilities and instability, especially in case of proliferation towards non-State 

actors.  

Characterized by the multiplicity of its actors, public and private, as well as by a 

potentially evolving normative framework, the field of sciences and technologies is by 

essence dual. It covers multiple political and security stakes, but also industrial, 

economic and trade, even societal and ethical issues. In this context, my delegation 

wishes to express its interest, openness to discussions on these matters, but also 

wonders, at this stage, about the perimeter and expected objectives of such 

exchanges. My country will also continue to give priority to realistic and consensual 

progress of formal discussions engaged at the CCW this year on lethal autonomous 

weapon systems (LAWS).  

To conclude, Mr. President, be assured of the full cooperation of my delegation to 

lead to promising results.  

Thank you.   


