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Madam President, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear colleagues,  

 

First, allow me, Madam President, to sincerely congratulate you on your accession to the 

presidency of the CD and to extend our best wishes for success. You can count on the full 

support of my country throughout your mandate.  

Through you, Madam President, and through the High-Representative Ms. Izumi Nakamitsu, 

to whom I send warm greetings, I wish to highlight how grateful we have been to the 

presence among us, earlier this afternoon, of His Excellency Mr. Antonio Guterres, Secretary 

General of the United Nations. His statement reminded us in a timely manner of our 

collective responsibility in pursuing a global multilateral disarmament agenda that gathers us, 

and that efficiently contributes to preventing tensions, as well as reinforcing peace, 

international security and stability.  

France fully shares the assessment made by the Secretary General of an overall degradation 

of the security context in the world, and of the imperative need to intensify our efforts to face 

it. Arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation measures, as long as they remain firmly 

anchored in the reality of the strategic and security contexts can and should contribute to 

these goals.  

As in other fields, disarmament cannot be decreed: it has to be built. With patience, 

perseverance and realism. To do so, we need to re-engage with a constructive multilateral 

dialogue that we unfortunately somehow lost sight of over time.  



Such a dialogue must rely on respect of security interests of each country, region, in their 

vast diversity and also their growing complexity. Collective security can only be built on the 

basis of mutual understanding and trust, fed itself by cooperation and dialogue.  

It is also about living up to the challenge of our collective commitment in favor of 

multilateralism and preservation of proliferation norms. As the French President, Mr. 

Emmanuel Macron, underlined during the 72nd General Assembly of the United Nations last 

September, “today, in the world as it goes, there is nothing more effective than 

multilateralism”. Because our greatest challenges are global – proliferation of weapons of 

mass destruction, terrorism, global warming, migrations, development inequalities, violations 

of international humanitarian law and of Human rights – are global, they can only be 

addressed at a global scale, in a multilateral framework.   

As a result, consolidation of the architecture of international law as well as the 

authority and credibility of existing non-proliferation norms is fundamental. Today 

more than ever, non-proliferation regimes on which our collective security is based are 

threatened. Whether it is the Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT), the Chemical Weapons 

Convention (CWC), or the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), all of these treaties and 

norms face tremendous constraints, even sometimes major violations. The international 

community must fully measure the urgent and grave threats posed by proliferation 

crises: addressing them with the greatest decisiveness, while reaffirming the intangibility of 

the non-proliferation norm and having the authors of possible violations facing their 

responsibilities, must represent a priority to all. These are the objectives that my country 

keeps pursuing on the ground as well as in multilateral bodies, United Nations Security 

Council included.  

Last fundamental aspect, the respect of the rule of consensus, that we know is essential 

to reach freely accepted and implemented commitments, so as to move forward towards 

the universalization of decisions.  

 

Madam President,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

As I said in my introduction, the strategic environment in which we operate is characterized 

by a growing instability and unpredictability. But, what does it mean? In this difficult context, 

the temptations of withdrawal or inaction are definitely not solutions. On the contrary, 

renewed efforts of dialogue, cooperation, appeasement of tensions, facilitation of progress 

through more trust and transparency are crucial.  

It is on these concrete bases that France intends to continue to actively contribute to the 

resolution of crises, to the reinforcement of international security and to gradual and realistic 

progress in all disarmament fields, from non-proliferation to arms control.  

As such, France remains attached to pursuing an objective of a world without nuclear 

weapons, when security conditions will allow. France also remains committed to the 

implementation of a progressive and realistic approach to nuclear disarmament, with the 

entry into force on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and the launch of negotiations for a 

Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT) as the next logical steps.  

You can also count on the unfailing commitment of France to move forward, with 

determination, on the path of “disarmament that saves lives”, as pointed out the 

Secretary General, especially in the conventional domain. Every day, illicit weapon trafficking 



and use of improvised explosive devices cause a growing number of victims, including 

among civilians. These weapons, in the hands of State and non-State actors, feed terrorism 

and represent, today, on every continent, the main threat to societies, their security and 

prosperity.  

As such, France intends to fully shoulder and commit in its responsibilities as president of the 

3rd Review conference of the United Nations Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light 

Weapons (SALW). It will naturally go likewise for mandates my country is honored to 

exercise in 2018 as well, with regard to the CCW (Convention on Conventional Weapons), 

the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) and the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT).  

These various commitments fit into a broader picture of the external action of France, 

steadfastly committed to the promotion and protection of peace and international security, in 

order to contribute to building, together, and that is the true meaning of multilateralism, a 

safer world for all. It is indeed a well understood and collectively shared interest, and in the 

meantime a common responsibility that each of us must honor.  

 

Madam President,  

The encouraging decisions recently made in the Conference on disarmament and in the 

UNDC show that a path towards gradual progress allowing our disarmament forums to 

recommit to substantive and effective work is possible. In that regard too, you can count on 

the dedication of France to move forward.  

 

Thank you, Madam President.  

 


