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Thank you Madam President,  

I wish to speak today in my turn to reiterate all the support and solidarity expressed by the 

French highest authorities to our British friend and ally, after the attack that took place on 4 

March, 2018 in Salisbury that President Macron condemned unreservedly.  

I also refer to the joint statement of the leaders of Germany, the United States, the United 

Kingdom and my own country, France, released today, as well as to other joint declarations, 

in NATO and the United Nations Security Council.  

Our four countries share the same cardinal values, especially the rule of law, as well as a 

commitment to the foundations of peace and security.  

This assassination attempt, in a public place, endangered the lives of numerous British 

citizens. The use of a military-grade nerve agent, of a type developed by Russia, constitutes 

the first offensive use of a nerve agent in Europe since the Second World War. It is an assault 

on British sovereignty, and any such use by a State party is a clear violation of the Chemical 

Weapons Convention and a breach of international law. It threatens the security of us all.   

The United Kingdom, today again, through the voice of Ambassador Rowland, briefed us 

thoroughly and continues to provide details on the fact that was highly likely that Russia was 

responsible for the attack. We share the British assessment that there is no plausible 

alternative explanation, and note that Russia’s failure to address the legitimate request of the 

UK Government further underlines its responsibility. We call on Russia to address all 

questions related to the attack in Salisbury. Russia should in particular provide full and 

complete disclosure of the “Novichok” programme to the Organization for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons (OPCW).  



The facts and stakes are of extreme gravity. As we have recalled here on multiple occasions, 

the prohibition of the use of chemical weapons is at the heart of the nonproliferation regime 

that shapes our collective security system.  

The breach of the taboo of development, detention and use of these barbaric weapons with 

deadly consequences poses a grave threat on the collective security system we progressively 

built together. Their repeated use, in Syria and the Middle East, but also in Asia and now in 

Europe, cannot be tolerated. It flouts principles which shape peace and security; it undermines 

the nonproliferation architecture, built stone after stone for decades; and it challenges the 

strategic stability. We have warned of the risk of reemergence of these weapons and their 

proliferation to all kinds of actors on multiple occasions.  

Today, we have reached a whole new dimension: the one of the use of a substance never 

declared to the OPCW, which use is forbidden by the Convention, in a public place, on the 

territory of a European country.  

As I have already declared in this room, the authors of chemical attacks will have to answer 

their crimes before justice. On this matter, France will ensure that there is no impunity ever. It 

is our whole collective security system that is at stake: one cannot violate the most 

fundamental norms without facing the consequences.  

Madam President,  

Before I conclude, I would like to add my voice to the praises addressed to you for all your 

efforts in order to bring us towards the implementation of decisions already adopted and we 

wish all the success to the Swiss presidency that will take over shortly.  

I thank you./.   


