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Thank you, Mr. Chairman,  

I fully associate myself to the European Union statement and wish to add a few remarks in my 

national capacity.  

Before coming to national implementation, allow me to make a few general remarks:  

It is an honor for France to speak today, as you chair this preparatory committee to the United 

Nations Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW). As a support to this 

considerable responsibility, I would like to report on France’s long-standing commitment to the fight 

against the threats on security and international peace posed by the uncontrolled dissemination of 

SALW.  

France is deeply aware of the threat on our countries due to SALW. We have been affected, on our 

soil, by this plight, by terrorist attempts of January and November 2015. It is thus with determination 

that we face this preparatory cycle and I want to report on France’s support to the United Nations 

Programme of Action, as the only universal forum specifically dedicated to the issue of illicit trade of 

SALW.  

Mr. Chairman,  

I would like to highlight a few key points concerning the French national legislation in this field:  

France has a set of laws, regulations and procedures allowing us to exercise a rigorous control on 

SALW. We adopted in 2013 a “National strategy of prevent and fight against conventional weapons 

trafficking” aimed at reinforcing the coordination of actions in this field. In January 2017, we made an 

order to create a service at a national scale, named “Service central des Armées” which aims at 

ensuring coherence of public policies of arms control and participating in policies of civilian use 

explosives.  



In France, weapons are classified in four categories, depending on their dangerousness, each 

category matching an acquisition and detention regime. SALW can be of any of these four categories 

and it is depending on this that fabrication, trade, acquisition and detention of SALW can be 

forbidden, subject to prior authorization or registration. Specific measures must also be taken to 

prevent to risk of theft of these weapons. In this regard, France applies strict measures on firearms 

certifications. We implement the most demanding standards, aiming at guaranteeing the final 

neutralization of SALW in order to prevent their illicit reactivation. Today, we have an cross-

ministerial working group in charge of following technological evolvements in this domain.  Finally, 

we have wished to develop a dialogue with private actors and civil society, who also play a major role 

in the fight against these traffics. This regular dialogue allows to work on good practices charts with 

actors of key sectors of arms trade.  

Finally, we bring our support to numerous partners thanks to cooperation and assistance activities. I 

will come back to it in the dedicated cluster.  

Mr. Chairman,  

I think it is important to underline, through France’s practical experience, the contribution of the 

regional level to the fight against illicit traffics and the implementation of the PoA. In our case, the 

role of the European Union, which already delivered its statement, is especially important. Thus, we 

implement the full European regulation concerning arms transfer, including SALW, with several 

common positions and European directives, as well as a regulation establishing common standards 

for the final neutralization of firearms. I also point out the OSCE, which has a considerable role in this 

field.  

Mr. Chairman,  

To conclude, ever since its adoption in 2001, we have made a lot of progress, notably in developing 

standards, tracking platforms such as iArms or iTrace, progress to register and mark SALW, but we 

need to keep going, and France will share its experience every time it can.  

We will organize two side events, on which I draw your attention. The first, co-organized by UNIDIR 

and Japan, on a “Comprehensive approach to Addressing Diversion in Arms Transfers”, will be held 

today, at 1:15, in CR6. The second, organized with the Netherlands and Switzerland, on a research 

project entrusted to UNIDIR named “Synergies in reporting under select multilateral conventional 

arms treaties and instruments”. It will be held on 22 March, at 1:15. I hope they will contribute to 

feeding these issues.  

I thank you, Mr. Chairman. /. 


