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Thank you, Mr. Chairman,  

As I pointed out yesterday, the United Nations Programme of Action is the only universal forum 

specifically dedicated to the issue of illicit trade of SALW. Thus, one of its strengths is to provide the 

framework of numerous national, regional and international initiatives which allow to fight against 

the dissemination of light weapons.  

Among these initiatives, the ones aiming at reinforcing international cooperation and assistance are 

of a significant importance. In this regard, France fosters, as of now, a field-based approach, taking 

into account the experience sharing of those facing the threat posed by the proliferation of SALW on 

a daily basis. Hence, in the context of our operational military engagement in Sahel aiming at 

maintaining peace, security and stability in the region, we have been able to measure the importance 

of a more efficient and determined fight against SALW diversion. These concrete experience sharing 

must feed discussions and be taken into account in the national implementation. They must also be 

considered when defining these international cooperation and assistance targeted actions, which will 

truly meet the needs of affected States.  

Allow me to name a few examples of French cooperation developed following this basis:  

- First of all, in Africa, we bring our support to the “Centre de Perfectionnement aux actions 

post-conflictuelles de déminage et de depollution” (CPADD – Improvement center to post-

conflict demining and depolluting actions), in Ouidah, Benin, which offers stock management 

programs, in order to fight against diversion, as well as arms tracking and marking trainings. 

In addition, we have also launched a cooperation program with Benin, Burkina Faso, Niger 

and Mali, aiming at reinforcing these countries’ own capacities to fight illicit weapon trade.  

- In the Balkans, along with Germany, we have launched a coordination group on SALW which 

fosters information exchanges and synergies in bilateral and international cooperation. 

- It is also in Bosnia Herzegovina that we are committed to the project “safe up”, and in 

Montenegro, the MONDEM project, which both aim at very directly fight against the 

proliferation of SALW.  



- Finally, we are happy to support the Small Arms Survey in the framework of a study on 

converted weapons in Europe which, we hope, will allow us to better address the issue.  

Mr. Chairman, 

France will remain committed in favor of cooperation and assistance actions in support of the 

implementation of the PoA, and of the ITI, which answer to the three following objectives:  

- first, efficiently contribute to the realization of sustainable development objectives;  

- second, make a concrete contribution on the field by meeting national needs and fostering 

national appropriation, also looking for civil society’s support;  

- third, create synergies with other cooperation framework, at any level (international, 

regional and national).  

To conclude, as indicated the High Representative for Disarmament Affaires, we have to fully seize 

the opportunity to act and progress on the path of disarmament that saves lives.  

 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman./.  


