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Mr. President, 

My delegation aligns itself with the EU statement and I would like to add a few points in my national 

capacity. 

Let me begin by congratulating you on your assumption to the presidency of the Conference and 

wishing you every success. You can count of France’s full support throughout your presidency. We 

appreciate that you have prepared your presidency through close and ongoing consultations with the 

other members of the P6, conferring special authority to your joint decisions and ensuring greater 

continuity and effectiveness in the governance of the CD. 

At the beginning of the year, it is good to look back on the CD’s past successes – the negotiation of 

the BTWC, the CWC, the CTBT, and look forward to a more constructive future. The CD opens in a 

very difficult geopolitical context, and the COVID crisis is not helping. But it is with a sense of 

responsibility and sincere cooperation that we must look ahead to the coming months. 

In this regard, we deplore Turkey’s decision to refuse to grant observer status to Cyprus. We also 

deplore Iran’s decision to deny observer status to Audi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. 

These decisions constitute serious breaches of the principle of multilateralism and an absolutely 

unacceptable abuse of the principle of consensus. In view of what is at stake for international peace 

and security, it is in the interest of all that each State be able to participate in the work of the 

Conference. We call on Turkey and Iran to reconsider their positions without delay. 

 

 



Mr. President, 

France supports the efforts aimed at establishing subsidiary bodies on the different issues on the 

CD’s agenda, which would allow for more in-depth preparatory work leading, when the context 

permits, to the negotiation of multilateral disarmament treaties. France actively promotes the 

negotiation without delay in the CD of a fissile material cut-off treaty (FMCT), on the basis of 

document CD 12/99 and the mandate contained therein. This is unquestionably the most mature 

subject for negotiations and would contribute to advancing nuclear disarmament by limiting the 

quantitative production of nuclear weapons.  

The subject of outer space also offers a very rich topical insight which requires a nourished strategic 

dialogue. In a rapidly changing space environment, new threats to the security of our activities and 

operations need to be analyzed. Given the stakes that space represents today, for the security of all 

nations, this work of analysis and the formulation of pragmatic proposals to improve the security and 

safety of our operations is urgent, and it is in the interest of all of us to embark on this path. For 

France, this involves, in particular, the regulation of behaviors in space, as evidenced by the very 

broad support expressed on this subject by the international community in the last UNGA. 

In addition, the creation of subsidiary bodies would enable us to approach the NPT Review 

Conference in the best possible conditions of preparation. As the threat posed by the proliferation of 

weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery continues to grow, the NPT Review 

Conference must be an opportunity to reaffirm our full support for the preservation and 

strengthening of this key instrument of the non-proliferation regime, through its three pillars. 

Lastly, the launching of subsidiary bodies would add value to the CD. And let us be clear : the starting 

point for getting back to the CD’s original mandate – negotiation, is to seriously prepare the ground, 

to analyze the conditions that will allow elements of possible consensus to emerge in the light of our 

individual and collective security interests. 

Finally, a discussion on the functioning of the CD is necessary and the experience of the near past has 

shown that we all agree on this point. As such, a very interesting proposal was made by Australia last 

year to adapt the rules of procedure in a non-gendered way. We believe is it worth exploring how 

this proposal could be reinvigorated. 

For the reasons mentioned above, France is ready to join the consensus on the “package” including a 

draft work program, as proposed by the P6. 

However, we are aware of the difficulties in reaching a quick agreement on this formula. Also, we 

stand ready to participate in the thematic discussions that successive Presidencies may wish to 

organize at their discretion. The CD is the only tool at the disposal of the international community to 

negotiate disarmament treaties, but also to maintain a regular strategic dialogue, which is 

indispensable.  

Thank you Mr. President./. 

 


