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Mr. President, 

I am very pleased that the CD is resuming its substantive work, despite the regrettable absence of program 

of work. 

In his speech at the Ecole de Guerre in February 2020 on the Defense and Deterrence Strategy, the President 

of the Republic called on all states to join France in supporting a simple agenda, under Article VI of the 

NPT: 

(i) Upholding the cornerstone norm that is the Non-Proliferation Treaty, and safeguarding its primary 

role;  

(ii) The launch at the Conference on Disarmament of negotiations for a Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty 

and the safeguarding and universalization of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty; 

(iii) The continuation of work on nuclear disarmament verification; 

(iv) The launch of concrete work to reduce strategic risks. 

As you have invited us to do at this CD plenary, Mr. President, I will devote my statement today to the issue 

of nuclear disarmament verification, and I thank the panelists for their presentations. I must say that I have 

been very reassured by the content of the discussion so far, as all speakers have reiterated the need for an 

effective verification regime to advance nuclear disarmament. 

As parties to the NPT, we all share the ultimate goal of "nuclear disarmament under strict and effective 

international control" as enshrined in Article VI of the NPT. In this context, effective verification of nuclear 

disarmament is a crucial element in achieving "general and complete disarmament" in the spirit of that 

article.  

For France, a disarmament verification regime can not be established in abstracto but must correspond to a 

specific disarmament treaty negotiated by its parties and be adapted to the particular case of each state. 

Moreover, total and highly intrusive verification is neither realistic nor sustainable. A verification regime 

should aim to provide the necessary satisfaction to the parties to a treaty that their obligations are being met, 

keeping in mind principles such as effectiveness, simplicity, efficient cost allocation, non-interference and 

ensuring nuclear non-proliferation.  

 



France has participated in the work of the IPNDV since 2015. This informal partnership is a useful forum 

for exchange between nuclear-weapon States and non-nuclear-weapon States, allowing for a better 

understanding of the procedural and technical challenges related to the verification of nuclear disarmament, 

in particular through constraints related to non-proliferation and the protection of secrecy. We call on all 

nuclear-weapon States and possessor States to take an interest in this work and to invest in it. 

France also participated in the work of the 2018-2019 GGE, which led to the adoption of a consensus report 

whose conclusions should serve as a basis for future work. France voted in favor of resolution 74/50 

launching the next GGE (chaired by Mr. Osmundsen).  

My country also supports Action 8 on nuclear disarmament verification of the UNSG's Disarmament 

Agenda. 

Finally, France is in favour of practical nuclear disarmament verification exercises. The experience of 

NuDiVe, which my German colleague and I presented to the CD in February last year, has been very 

instructive. This Franco-German exercise confirmed the validity of IPNDV's assumptions about the 

procedures and technologies needed to generate sufficient confidence in the absence of detour of nuclear 

material during the dismantlement of a nuclear warhead. 

This experience of field exercises allows us today to affirm that it is possible to work with non-nuclear-

weapon States on the verification of nuclear disarmament, while respecting non-proliferation obligations in 

accordance with articles 1 and 2 of the NPT, and also respecting national security interests. These are 

fundamental points of vigilance for my country. 

The NuDiVe exercise was also an opportunity for multilateral dialogue with non-nuclear weapon states. 

From this point of view, nuclear disarmament verification creates common understanding and trust between 

the nuclear-weapon states, the non-nuclear-weapon states and the nuclear-possessor states, a key factor in 

strategic stability.  

This is why we have decided with Germany to reiterate this experience by organizing a new version of this 

exercise, from 15 to 19 November 2021. This new iteration will implement new techniques in a repurposed 

scenario with new participants. We would like to have experts from the GGE to participate. 

Mr. President, 

Such concrete work on nuclear disarmament verification can make a positive and concrete contribution to 

the upcoming NPT Review Conference. France supports all initiatives in this regard./. 


