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Agenda item 2 / FMCT 

 

Mr. President, 

My delegation aligns itself with the EU statement and I would like to add a few points in my 

national capacity. 

 

I thank the panelists for their thorough presentations of the status of discussions/issues on a 

treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons. 

 

The priority for my country remains the immediate launch in the Conference on Disarmament 

of negotiations on a treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons 

(FMCT) on the basis of document CD/1299 and the mandate contained therein. Of all the 

possible advances in the field of nuclear disarmament, this is undoubtedly the most mature 

project, as evidenced by the extensive work accomplished up to 2018, as recalled by E. 

Maître, as well as the resolution adopted annually by the UNGA with almost unanimous 

votes.  The FMCT is not only the next logical step, but also an indispensable and irreplaceable 

step forward in any concrete progress towards nuclear disarmament. 

 

This priority was recalled in the agenda for nuclear disarmament presented by the President of 

the Republic in his speech at the Ecole de guerre in February 2020. France's continued 

commitment is illustrated by: 

 

- the attention it gives to maintaining the FMCT as a priority topic for the CD, in a 

context where, under the pressure of a very small handful of Member States, the topic 

is being permanently eroded. We deplore this situation and call on all member states to 

continue their efforts to launch negotiations without delay.  

The adoption of CD 29/39 in 2018 - the consensus report on Subsidiary Body 2 - had 

been a very encouraging substantive step forward, which should guide our efforts. We 

would support further work on the subsidiary bodies; 

- the commitment to the work dedicated to the FMCT within the P5, under French 

coordination. Work is continuing at the expert level, with the objective of producing a 

P5 contribution for the NPT Review Conference; 



- the organization by France of a visit in early March 2020 to the former military fissile 

material production facilities at Pierrelatte and Marcoule, for the Ambassadors to the 

CD. They were able to see in situ an example of the concrete commitment made by 

France, the only state in the world to have irreversibly dismantled its uranium and 

plutonium enrichment sites for military use. 

Pending the negotiation of an FMCT, we call on all nuclear-weapon states or possessors that 

have not yet done so to adopt a moratorium on the production of fissile material for military 

use. 

 

Thank you./. 


