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Mr. President, 

First of all, let me congratulate you on your accession to the presidency of the CD. 

 

France is fully aligned with the EU declaration and I would like to add a few elements in my 

national capacity. 

 

I welcome the presence among us today of the Executive Secretary of the CTBTO, Mr. 

Lassina Zerbo, whose work at the head of the organization over the past eight years is to be 

commended. France is very attached to the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) 

and its verification regime. Concluded more than 20 years ago, the relevance of this 

instrument remains intact today. Its universalization is within our reach, only the ratification 

by 8 States remains necessary.  We congratulate R. Floyd for his election at the head of the 

CTBTO and wish him every success in his mission. 

 

The serious threat to international peace and security posed by the proliferation of weapons of 

mass destruction and their means of delivery remains a major challenge that multilateralism 

must address. The CTBTO, although a temporary organization, has already demonstrated its 

relevance and effectiveness by accurately detecting all nuclear tests conducted by the 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea.  We call on North Korea to sign and ratify the CTBT 

without delay. 



France has been resolutely committed to the CTBT since its adoption. It was one of the first 

States to sign - in September 1996 - and ratify - in April 1998 - this text. This year we are 

celebrating the 25th anniversary of this signature, the first by endowed nuclear weapon State. 

 

Our commitment to the CTBT has been accompanied by strong, concrete actions:  

 

• In 1998, we dismantled our nuclear test site in the Pacific in a transparent manner. 

France remainsthe only nuclear weapon State to have undertaken such an effort. 

 

• We have significantly reduced our nuclear arsenal and permanently stopped the 

production of plutonium and uranium for nuclear weapons. The launch of negotiations 

in the framework of the CD on a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty (FMCT), an 

indispensable complement to the CTBT, is a priority in order to achieve both the 

quantitative and qualitative limitation of arsenals, without which the objective of a 

world without nuclear weapons remains an unattainable horizon. 

 

• Finally, we are also today the first nuclear-weapon state to have fulfilled all its 

obligations to the Organization, since the last monitoring station on its soil 

(Guadeloupe) has just been certified by the CTBTO. 

 

 It is through its actions that France demonstrates its firm commitment to disarmament, 

following a realistic, step-by-step approach anchored on tangible results in order to meet its 

NPT commitments. The entry into force of the CTBT remains more than ever an essential 

step. 

 

 I thank you./. 


