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I thank Ambassador Ambrazevich and Mrs. Fix for their presentations. 

 

Advances in science and technology can help make the world safer and more secure. Artificial 

intelligence may soon make it possible to clear conflict zones from mines without exposing 

human lives. Drones will provide security for peacekeepers in the field. Materials technology can 

mark, trace, and secure small arms and light weapons, which is essential to curbing illicit 

trafficking. As we can see from these few selected examples, these technologies can bring 

significant benefits to peace and security.  

 

However, we must also appreciate the risks, with lucidity. Cyberspace and outer space are now 

becoming fields of strategic rivalry, and even potential areas of confrontation. The increasing 

digitalization of societies increases their vulnerability. The manipulation of information, a practice 

contrary to democratic values, is amplified by hyper-connectivity and artificial intelligence. The 

development of artificial intelligence, autonomy and robotics raises questions about the weapons 

systems of tomorrow. In short, certain developments may well challenge the existing legal, 

humanitarian, and ethical norms which we comply with. 

 

It is essential to remember that the development of these technologies, by States or private actors, 

must go hand in hand with respect for human rights and international law, including international 

humanitarian law. France defends clear principles on these issues, including in international fora: 

full applicability of international law in the fields of cyber and space, monitoring and chain of 

command and clear control in the use of weapons, maintaining sufficient human control over 

cutting-edge innovations, involvement of civil society and private actors.  

 

 



We should not fear emerging technologies. But neither should we allow them to be developed 

without constraint and without control. I would like to mention here the original and 

unprecedented initiative taken by the French Minister of the Armed Forces last year: France has 

set up a permanent ethics committee to reflect on the ethical issues raised by technological 

innovations in the field of defence. This committee recently published an opinion on the 

integration of autonomy in lethal weapon systems, which we hope will inspire the work in the 

GGE LAWS and CCW frameworks. 

 

In the context of a deteriorating international security environment, we have a responsibility to 

frame the development of emerging technologies in the relevant forums. We must also identify 

how to deepen international cooperation with the countries that need it most, in order to facilitate 

access to new and emerging technologies for peaceful purposes. Only strong multilateralism can 

help us in this endeavor.    

 

Mr. President, 

 

Today, cyberspace is a place of confrontation and proliferation of threats. These threats come 

primarily from the malicious or negligent behavior of state or non-state actors, and not from the 

technologies themselves. The increase in cyber-attacks in recent years reminds us that 

cybersecurity is a major challenge for our governments, which must respond through cooperation 

and the law.  

 

As we stated in the Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace and in the Dinard Declaration 

on the Cyber Norm Initiative, France is committed to promoting an open, secure, stable, 

accessible and peaceful cyberspace. In this respect, we recall that existing international law, 

including the United Nations Charter in its entirety, applies to cyberspace, in its entirety. It is 

particularly important to recall our commitment to international law, as well as to the full 

applicability of international humanitarian law (IHL) to the conduct of cyber operations in the 

context of armed conflict. 

 

France has actively participated in various working groups on cybersecurity initiated within the 

framework of the United Nations. This multilateral work has led to the emergence of a framework 

for the responsible behavior of States, which reaffirms the applicability of international law in 

cyberspace, sets out standards of behavior and promotes transparency and confidence-building 

measures. 

 

France welcomes the recent success of the Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG) established 

under resolution 73/27, which adopted a final consensus report last March, and of the Group of 

Governmental Experts (GGE) established under resolution 73/266, which agreed at the end of 

May on a substantial final report.  

 

France hopes that the constructive spirit that presided over the work of the OEWG and the GGE 

will continue and enable the United Nations discussions to continue to make progress in 

guaranteeing the security and stability of cyberspace. It stands ready to participate in the work of 



the new OEWG created by resolution 75/240, in order to continue to build on the achievements of 

the previous groups. Moreover, it considers that it is now time to work to improve the concrete 

implementation of this acquis, in particular through increased support for capacity building. To 

this end, France, along with 52 other States, is promoting the launch of a United Nations 

Programme of Action (PoA) on cybersecurity. 

 

In the field of biology, technological innovations are leading to new challenges that need to be 

taken into account. Indeed, the rapid advances in biotechnology are exposing the international 

community to risks that are equivalent to the benefits that they can also bring. At a time when 

innovations and technological advances are rapid and sometimes decisive, it is appropriate, as 

much to prevent the risks involved as to allow a dynamic environment for research and 

development, to recognize this problem and to use the relevant international instruments to deal 

with it. 

 

In this respect, the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) is the established, quasi-

universal international legal framework for preventing man-made biological risk. It also focuses 

on the development of international cooperation in the field of biological sciences for peaceful 

purposes. Despite the fact that this Convention was adopted in 1972, at a time when many of 

today's biotechnologies did not exist, the letter of the instrument formally prohibits the hostile use 

of biological agents, and their vectors, - regardless of their origin or mode of production.  

 

In order to take into account the global challenge represented by technological developments in 

the field of biology, the BTWC could address this question, on the one hand in order to carry out 

this ad hoc follow-up through meetings of experts, and on the other hand to affirm the fact that 

possible hostile uses of biotechnologies are indeed covered, and therefore prohibited, by the scope 

of the Convention./. 


