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Mr Chair, 

France and Germany have worked hard to introduce the topic of Lethal Autonomous 

Weapons Systems (LAWS) to the agenda of the Convention on Certain Conventional 

Weapons (CCW), and to advance the work of the Convention on this issue in the past years 

together with our international partners. 

France and Germany share the conviction that the CCW offers the appropriate and inclusive 

framework to address the challenges posed by the potential emergence of LAWS, by bringing 

together the relevant expertise and stakeholders. France and Germany underline their ongoing 

commitment to contribute actively to the work of the GGE on weapons systems based on 

emerging technologies in the area of LAWS. They attach the utmost importance to 

discussions of the GGE that focus on the operational, technological and legal implications that 

the potential developments of these weapons could have.  

We have made significant progress in 2019 by endorsing eleven guiding principles under the 

Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. These principles, adopted by consensus, 

provide an important multilateral reference point to ensure that the relevant principles of IHL 

– especially discrimination, proportionality and precaution – fully apply to the potential 

development and use of systems based on emerging technologies in the area of LAWS. 

We must now build upon these principles, continue our work on the legal, technological, and 

military aspects within the GGE. We should use this basis for the clarification, consideration 

and development of aspects of the normative and operational framework to respond to the 

challenges posed by these weapons systems to contribute to a positive outcome of the CCW 

Review Conference later this year. In this regard, we commend Ambassador Pecsteen for 

inviting States to share their views on concrete elements of possible consensus 

recommendations. This exercise is extremely useful to build a shared understanding and 

further elaborate the possible elements of a normative and operational framework. 

France and Germany have heeded Ambassador Pecsteen’s call and jointly produced an 

“Outline for a normative and operational framework on emerging technologies in the area of 

LAWS”. This Outline highlights the central importance of the principles of human 

responsibility, accountability and human-machine interaction. We therefore propose to the 

High Contracting Parties (HPC) to use the normative framework to make a clear 

commitment not to develop, produce, acquire, deploy or use fully autonomous lethal weapons 



systems operating completely outside human chain of command and control. Necessary 

measures to give effect to this commitment should be implemented at national level. 

By the same token, the HPC should agree on positive obligations that lethal weapons systems 

featuring autonomy must only be developed, produced, acquired, modified, deployed and used 

in accordance with a number of provisions, that include  

 compliance with international law,  

 preservation of human responsibility and accountability at all times, in all 

circumstances and across the entire life cycle as basis for state and individual 

responsibility: 

 Retention of appropriate/sufficient human control during the whole life-cycle of the 

system considered 

 adoption and implementation of tailored risk mitigation measures and appropriate 

safeguards regarding safety and security 

In addition, we propose to establish within the CCW a committee of technical experts to 

monitor technological evolutions related to emerging technologies in the area of lethal 

autonomous weapons systems. 

All these proposals are spelt out in more detail in our submission that also and in particular 

provides further detailed elements for the operational part of the framework.  

We invite the other HCP to consider the structure and elements for the normative and 

operational framework in our proposal when discussing potential consensus recommendations 

of the GGE and sincerely hope that this proposal might serve as a useful basis  for further 

discussions  

Further discussion, notably on the basis of the Group’s past reports and of the national 

contributions, will be essential to make further progress and build consensus on a normative 

and operational framework. This is why France and Germany call upon all the States 

participating in this GGE to use this week’s informal exchanges to share expertise and prepare 

substantive work especially on the topics of human responsibility, accountability, human-

machine interaction and compliance with IHL in view of enabling the formal sessions of the 

GGE later this year to elaborate possible elements for an effective and universally accepted 

normative and operational framework. 


