
(Traduction anglaise) 

Mrs Chairperson, 
 
I would like to begin by introducing the working document that France has submitted to this 
meeting of experts on national implementation. Through this document, entitled “National 
Implementation Assessment Report of the Biological Weapons Convention” 
(BWC/MSP/2013/MX/WP.16), our aim was to present an overview of the steps France has 
taken to strengthen the national implementation of the Biological Weapons Convention 
(BWC).  
 
This survey of the steps taken in the national framework is linked: 
 

-  firstly to the recommendation of the 7th Review Conference of December 2011, which 
encouraged sharing best practices and experiences, including the voluntary exchange 
of information among States Parties on their national implementation, enforcement of 
national legislation, strengthening of national institutions and coordination among 
national law enforcement institutions; 

 
- Secondly, in the continuity of the Swiss-Canadian initiative, supported by the Czech 

Republic, to publish a report examining the national implementation steps taken by a 
State Party.  

 
Mrs Chairperson, 
 
My country would also like to recall the idea it submitted during the 7th Review Conference 
in document BWC/CONF VII/WP.28, for a voluntary peer review mechanism 
We intend to organize a pilot exercise of this peer review before the end of 2013.  
It is an innovative approach contributing to improved implementation at national level.  
 

This peer review allows the organizing State to assess its own national implementation 
through several factors: 

- Firstly, an assessment of its national implementation scheme; 
- Secondly, visits illustrating the implementation of the said scheme; 
- Lastly, meetings with those responsible for this implementation. 

The aim is to allow the organizing State to strengthen its national implementation and practice 
an exchange of best practices with its peers.  

We strongly believe that it is this type of initiative on a voluntary basis that will strengthen 
the quality of the national implementation and cooperation between Member States. 

We hope this pilot exercise will be successful and we will pursue the promotion of this pilot 
project during upcoming BWC events.  

 
In conclusion, France believes that national implementation mechanisms are a pillar of the 
BWC and all initiatives, such as for example the compliance report proposed by Canada and 
Switzerland or the French proposal for peer review aimed at strengthening implementation 
through exchange of best practices, will only strengthen the Convention itself and contribute 
to better cooperation between States, which is essential to maintain international peace and 
security.  

Thank you, Mrs Chairperson./. 


