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Exchange of views on ATT secretariat 

 

 

Mr. Chairman; 

 

The decision to establish a secretariat will be one of the most important decisions to be taken at the 

First Conference of States parties. 

 

The mandate of the secretariat is, in our view, well described in article 18 of the treaty, which 

underlines the basic functions it should fulfill: information sharing, maintaining available the list of 

points of contact, facilitating the matching of offers and requests for assistance, facilitating the work 

of the conference of States parties. It is worth noting as well that this article leaves open the 

possibility of an expansion of the mandate of the Secretariat, if the Conference of States parties 

decide so. The experience of other treaties has shown that a regular reassessment of the tasks of the 

Secretariat can prove to be useful. But we are not there yet. 

 

France envisions a small-size secretariat. The tasks enumerated in the treaty do not require, in our 

view, a huge team to be fulfilled. There are many examples of small Secretariats and ISUs successfully 

performing their tasks in the disarmament area. I am thinking in particular of the BWC ISU (3 staff 

members) and the CCW ISU (2 staff members). 

 

The question of the institutional framework the future Secretariat will be evolving in is important as 

well. France is of the view that the option of an independent Secretariat, which would be anchored 

within a UN structure, would allow greater synergies with other disarmament and arms control fora, 

as well as facilitated access to UN support services. It would also be, in our view, a cost-effective 

solution. Again, the BWC and CCW ISUs provide for good examples in this regard. 

 

The issue of the staff is a crucial one. The staff should be selected according to their skills, both 

technical and diplomatic, in relation with the nature of the ATT. We attach great importance to a 

transparent and inclusive process. We also think that the staff should be able to evolve in a broader 

structure, which provides for perspectives and carrier opportunities. We also take this opportunity to 

note the nomination by two States parties of candidates for Head of the secretariat, while 

underlining that we are still at a very early-stage in the process.  
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I would like to underline two additional points, which are important for my country:  

 

- First, the Secretariat should be responsible to States parties. It is a key principle for the 

success of the ATT. We should give further consideration on how to translate this principle in 

a concrete manner. 

 

- Second, the location of the Secretariat. Several criteria will have to determine the choice of 

the city to host the secretariat, such as the presence of disarmament and arms control 

expertise, expertise in international humanitarian law and human rights, trade expertise and 

the proximity of organizations working in the field. We also believe that the choice of the city 

to host the secretariat should take into account the universality objective of the treaty itself, 

but also universality of participation in related meetings. Therefore, we would favor a city 

where almost all missions are represented. This is particularly important for regions like 

Africa. It is eventually also important that the decision on the place where the secretariat will 

be settled takes into account the necessity to work on a year-round basis, in order to ensure 

a broad exchange on the key elements of implementation of the treaty with member states, 

but also with the civil society. We believe Geneva fully meets all these criteria.  
 


