
Presentation of the Permanent Secretary of the CNC-
ALPC during the side-event in the margins of the 
Third Review Conference of the United Nations 

Program of Action on Small Arms (RevCon.3)

« Contribution of Weapons and Ammunition Management to the Maintenance of Peace
and the Prevention of Armed Conflicts in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) »

United Nations Headquarters, New York, 19 June 2018

Colonel Jean-Pierre KASONGO KABWIK,
Secrétaire Permanent de la CNC-ALPC.



OUTLINE OF THE PRESENTATION

I. INTRODUCTION
II. Impact and consequences of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW)

proliferation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC): ANALYSIS
OF THE SITUATION

III. Implementation of the national SALW Control Strategy: CONTRIBUTION
TO MAINTENANCE OF PEACE AND PREVENTION OF CONFLICTS

IV. The National Action Plan (NAP) for SALW Control and management:
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE PREVENTION OF CONFLICTS

V. WAY FORWARD



I. INTRODUCTION

The proliferation of small arms and light weapons creates, fuels and
prolongs armed conflicts between communities and contributes greatly to
mass displacement of people and violations of international humanitarian
law. It contributes to the upsurge of national and transnational organized
crime as well as the development of links between the illicit trade in small
arms, drug trafficking, looting of natural resources and terrorism.

Given its geostrategic position on the African continent (with 2,345,409
km2 territory, more than 70 Mio. inhabitants and 9,600 km of borders it
shares with nine neighboring States), the DRC spares no efforts and has set
up important national mechanisms for the control and management of
weapons, in order to consolidate the newly found peace and to prevent the
conflicts which could survive, given the close link between security and the
socio-economic development of the population.



II. Impact and Consequences of the SALW proliferation
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo:  

PRESENTATION OF THE SITUATION

• Weak capacity of certain State security services to manage and control State-owned
weapons;

• The outdated/inadequat national law and legal framework;
• The presence of both domestic and foreign armed groups;
• The massive influx of refugees in some Provinces;
• The manufacture of artisanal weapons in parts of the national territory;
• Presence of foreign poachers and cattle farmers;
• Attempts to create some insurrectional movements;
• Interethnic conflicts.

NB: Studies conducted by the CNC-ALPC in collaboration with GRIP (estimate of 300,000
weapons in Eastern DRC in 2010), UNIDIR and UNMAS (on Weapons and Ammunition in
2016) demonstrate that the proliferation and diversion of arms continue to fuel conflict
and incidents of misuse of weapons in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.



III. Implementation of the national SALW Control 
Strategy: Contributions to the maintenance of 

peace and prevention of conflicts

Responding to the challenges posed by the uncontrolled
proliferation and illicit circulation of SALW, as well as its negative
impact on peace and security, the Government of the DRC, via its
National Commission for Small Arms and Light Weapons Control
and Armed Violence Reduction (CNC-ALPC), elaborated a first five-
year strategie and National Action Plan (2012-2016), to significantly
reduce human suffering and armed violence.

As part of this strategy, several operations and activities have been 
realised in order to consolidate peace and prevent armed conflicts. 



III.A. Weapons marking

• Marking operations underway within the Defense and 
Security Forces;

• To date, more than 60,000 government weapons are 
already marked;

• Marking of weapons legally held by civilians will be 
launched by the Government of the Republic in July;

• A manual and electronic register (server) using an arms 
management software, facilitates the recording of all 
data during these operations;

• This register is directly linked to all the military regions 
of the Democratic Republic of the Congo;

• The server, an important and necessary tool for the 
traceability of weapons circulating in the DRC, is 
installed at the Central Logistics Base, managed by the 
Military House of the Head of State, the Ministry of 
National Defense and the CNC-ALPC.



III.B.1. Weapons and Ammunition
Management Baseline Assessment

Weapons and ammunition management baseline assessment carried out
with the support of Unidir, Unmas and Monusco, in Kinshasa in 2016.
Objective: to measure the efforts undertaken by the Congolese
Government, address existing weaknesses and work towards the
development of a national framework governing arms and ammunition,
including the following eleven pillars:
1. The legal framework;
2. The national coordinating mechanism (CNC-ALPC);
3. Transfer controls;
4. Weapons marking;
5. Recordkeeping of information and data;
6. Physical security and stockpile management (PSSM);
7. Profiling and tracing;
8. Destruction;
9. Collection of weapons (as part of Civilian Voluntary Disarmament,

CVD)
10. Awareness-raising;
11. Research and studies.



III.B.2. Physical security and stockpile
management: Storage assessments

Assessments at arms storage depots and ammunition 
depots carried out with support from BICC, MAG and 
GRIP.
Evaluation carried out as part of cross-border traffic 
control efforts between SARCOM Member States (Ex: 
DRC and RCA).

Recommendations:
• Establishment of governmental priorities;
• Construction and / or rehabilitation of armories;
• Capacity Building for Arms and Ammunition 

Managers (based on the IATGs and the ISACS).



III.B.3. Physical security and stockpile
managment: Construction of armories

Following an assessment of the physical
security and stockpile management of arms
and ammunition held by the Defense and
Security Forces, the Government of the DRC,
through the CNC-ALPC, with the support of its
partners, made several achievements,
including:
• The establishment of mobile and secure

armories;
• Rehabilitation and / or construction of

armories and magazines;
• Training and capacity building of armorers;



III.C. Raising awareness among
the civilian population

The sensitization campaigns had the
following objectives:
• cultivate a spirit of public awareness in

the fight against the proliferation of
SALW;

• Involve the participation of several social
layers of the population;

• To sensitize the population on the danger
of the illegal possession of weapon;

• Adopt a participatory approach in the
implementation of Voluntary Civilian
Disarmament campaigns.



III.D. Collection of weapons (as part of 
civilian voluntary disarmament)

In light of the results of the study on the perception
of insecurity in Eastern DRC, conducted by GRIP-
BICC (estimate of 300,000 weapons in Eastern
DRC), the Government of the DRC, through the
CNC-ALPC, launched in 2014 the national campaign
for Voluntary Civilian Disarmament (CVD), applying
a “Weapon against Development” approach.
• Weapons collection in Ituri (Bunia, Libi, Mahagi)

in 2014: nearly to 1000 weapons and 12 tons
ammunition collected;

• Weapons collection in the Upper Katanga
province (Kasenga, Mitwaba, Pweto) with about
500 weapons and 4 tons of ammunition collected.

This campaign is expected to continue throughout
the national territory.



III.E. Destruction of arms and 
ammunition

The DRC government has destroyed, to date,
more than 200,000 weapons, including surplus
stocks and those collected during Voluntary Civil
Disarmament (CVD) operations.

The destruction in the presence of the civilian
population is also of a psychological nature and
further contributes to reconciliation and conflict
prevention.



III.F. Harmonisation of the legal
framework

In the context of legislative harmonization,
the proposal for a law on SALW in line with
international standards has been adopted
by both houses of the parliament (National
Assembly and Senate) in divergent terms.

It is awaiting for its promulgation by the
Head of State, after harmonization of views
within the Joint Commission of the
National Assembly - Senate.



III.G. Development and finalisation of a 
new National Action Plan 2018-2022

The DRC, through the CNC-ALPC, has
developed its first National Action Plan
(NAP) for SALW control and
management, covering the period 2012-
2016. When completed, and in view of
the major challenges that remain to be
addressed, a second NAP has been
developed, adopted and launched, to
cover the period from 2018-2022.
Its based and draws from the political
will of the Government of the DRC, and
technical, logistical and financial
assistance received from UNMAS,
UNIDIR, MONUSCO, and the NGO MAG.



IV. The National Action Plan for SALW Control and 
management 2018-2022: CHALLENGES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONFLICT PREVENTION

During this five-year period (2018-2022), the Government of the DRC, with the
support of its partners, focuses on the following activities:
1. Harmonization of the legal framework;
2. Institutional Development;
3. SALW Control and management;
4. Capacity building;
5. Research;
6. Awarenes-raising;
7. Monitoring and Control;
8. Evaluation; and
9. Mobilization of resources.



V. WAY FORWARD

Better control and management of arms and ammunition throughout the national
territory can significantly reduce armed violence and cultivate a spirit of
awareness among the civilian population, in order to hinder that armed conflicts
may (re)occur.
Since the field of action is vast and the challenges immense, the implementation
of the current National Action Plan (2018-2022) will make it possible to give a
direct impact to the fight against the proliferation of SALW and to consolidate the
achievements of peace through effective control and management of stockpiles of
weapons and ammunition, effective legislation and the full involvement of the
civilian population in the process.
In order to do so, the Government calls for the support of the various donors for
the mobilization of an amount of 11,027,825 USD (eleven million twenty-seven
thousand eight hundred and twenty-five USD), of which 65% is the contribution of
the Government of the DRC.



Thank you for your attention.

COLONEL JEAN-PIERRE KASONGO KABWIK
National Focal Point of the DRC for the UNPoA et ITI

Permanent Secretary of the the National Commission 
for Small Arms and Light Weapons Control and Armed

Violence Reduction (CNC-ALPC)
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