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NON PROLIFERATION 
 

Mr. President,  

 

France fully associates itself with the statement made on behalf of the European Union. I 

would like to make a few additional comments in my national capacity.  

 

Mr. President,  

 

As the President of the Republic said at the special meeting of the UNSC last September: 

"Our responsibility, I deeply believe today, is to preserve and strengthen the non-proliferation 

regime at a time when it is being acutely challenged". 

 

The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery remains a threat 

to international peace and security. Since the 2015 Review Conference, one proliferating 

state, North Korea, has carried out three nuclear tests in violation of its international 

obligations, including those under the NPT, and UN Security Council resolutions.  

 

The States Parties to the NPT are all responsible for preventing the proliferation of weapons 

of mass destruction. There is no room for fatality, except if we are to abandon our 

commitments to this treaty, or to give up on the security of our nations.  

 

1) The first line of engagement for all States Parties to the NPT must be to react, 

with firmness and unity, to proliferation crises:  

Last year, we all welcomed the inter-Korean diplomatic engagement marked by the adoption 

of the "Panmunjeom Declaration", and expressed the hope that a process leading to the 

complete, verifiable and irreversible dismantling of all North Korea's weapons of mass 

destruction and associated delivery systems would begin - in order to ensure peace and 

stability on the Korean peninsula and in the entire region. Since then, despite the North 

Korean leader's two summits with the US President and the promises made by Pyongyang, it 

must be stated that North Korea has not yet taken the necessary steps. The nuclear and 

ballistic programmes remain operational and no serious action has been taken to dismantle 

them. We therefore encourage North Korea to continue the dialogue and to engage in a 

concrete and structured process leading to its complete, verifiable and irreversible 

denuclearization, and we call on North Korea to immediately cease all secondary proliferation 



of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery, in accordance with the 

requirements of UNSC resolutions. All states that maintain diplomatic relations with North 

Korea must use their exchanges with Pyongyang to further these objectives. In the meantime, 

we call on all our partners to fully implement the measures decided by the United Nations 

Security Council, while North Korea is stepping up its efforts to circumvent sanctions, as 

recalled in the recent report of the UN panel of experts. The international community must 

remain united and firm in creating the conditions for credible and sincere negotiations with a 

view to eventually achieving the complete, verifiable and irreversible dismantling of North 

Korea's unlawful programmes. We call on North Korea to return to the NPT, but also to sign 

and ratify the CTBT without delay.  

 

As you know, my delegation is working with many partners on a declaration on North Korea, 

along the same lines as the one endorsed by more than 60 States at the last Preparatory 

Committee. This new declaration, that you will find in the back of the room, is open to the co-

sponsorship of all States Parties to the NPT, without prejudice to processes conducted 

elsewhere. We hope that by supporting this declaration, the States Parties to the NPT will 

affirm their commitment to the integrity of the non-proliferation regime and the peaceful 

resolution of the North Korean crisis.  

 

The Iranian nuclear crisis was closed by the conclusion of the JCPoA. This agreement is an 

essential element of the international non-proliferation regime, and a key element of regional 

and international security. It was endorsed by the United Nations Security Council by 

Resolution 2231. In its last report, the IAEA reconfirmed Iran's implementation of its nuclear 

commitments under the agreement. As long as Iran strictly respects them, France will 

continue to support and implement the JCPoA. 

 

Without prejudice to its support for the Vienna Agreement, France is seriously concerned 

about Iran's ballistic activities, which are not in conformity with UNSC Resolution 2231. Iran 

continues to develop its domestic programme and to increase the number of launch of missiles  

designed to be capable of carrying a nuclear weapon. Iran must immediately stop the illicit 

transfer of missiles and ballistic technologies to state and non-state actors in the region, as 

required by UNSC resolutions.  

 

Finally, Syria's intolerable violations of the chemical non-proliferation regime pose an 

extremely serious threat to the entire non-proliferation regime. The issue is not unrelated to 

this forum since we all want a zone free of weapons of mass destruction and their means of 

delivery in the Middle East. We also call for full clarification of Syria's past and present 

nuclear activities. We will continue to provide the IAEA with our full support in this mission. 

  

2) Our second axis of commitment must be the prevention of future crises by 

mobilizing all the instruments at our disposal:  

The first is to rigorously implement the principles of international export control regimes for 

sensitive nuclear and ballistic goods and technologies.  

 

We must also take into account the evolution of proliferating flows of tangible and intangible 

goods, including attempts to capture the most sensitive knowledge and know-how. We are 

now witnessing an increasing complexity of proliferation networks, with an increase in the 

number of intermediaries and an increasing flow of sensitive goods close to but below the 



classification threshold defined by the control regimes. These trends, which aim to bypass 

existing counter-proliferation mechanisms, are a real challenge.  

 

France underlines its commitment to the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) and welcomes 

the increase in membership since the summit held in Paris in May 2018.  This is a sign of our 

collective determination to pursue proliferator acquisition strategies in accordance with the 

many resolutions adopted by the United Nations Security Council on non-proliferation.  

 

We must assume our responsibilities by strengthening our practical efforts to prevent and 

hamper proliferation and by developing cooperation between States. In particular, we must 

pay special attention to nuclear security and to the non-proliferation of weapons of mass 

destruction to non-state actors, in accordance with UN Security Council Resolution 1540, 

reaffirmed and reinforced by Resolution 2325. In 2019, France is chairing the Global 

Partnership against the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction, which is a concrete 

instrument for international cooperation in capacity-building in this field and for combating 

nuclear and radiological terrorism. 

 

Mr. President,  

 

3) A third area of commitment must be to strengthen the international non-

proliferation regime.  

For more than 60 years, the IAEA has occupied a fundamental place in the international 

nuclear non-proliferation regime. We must preserve its independence and strengthen its action 

through the universalization and effectiveness of the IAEA safeguards system. The Agency's 

implementation of the State-level concept will substantially contribute to this.  

 

To achieve the objectives of Article III of the NPT, the combined implementation of a 

comprehensive safeguards agreement and an additional protocol must constitute the 

verification standard. The universalization of the Additional Protocol remains a priority in 

order to give the Agency the means to fulfil its mission.  

 

We must also deter violations of the Agency's safeguards. This implies drawing all 

conclusions from a serious breach of non-proliferation obligations, including by suspending 

civil nuclear cooperation.  

 

Mr. President,  

 

As the Minister of Foreign Affairs said at the UNSC Special Meeting on the NPT last March: 

"The NPT remains the cornerstone of global strategic stability. It represents an irreplaceable 

bulwark against the risk of nuclear proliferation.” 

 

France hopes that this NPT review cycle will reaffirm the unwavering commitment of all 

States parties to prevent nuclear proliferation, which today represents one of the main threats 

to the security of all.  

 

Thank you for your attention./. 
 

 


