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M. President,  

First of all, let me welcome your assumption of the presidency of the CD. You can count on 

France's full support. 

I would also like to welcome the presence of Director Moller among us, on the occasion of his 

last intervention at the CD. My delegation wishes him all the best in his future projects.  

I now come to my point; some comments on the point raised on nuclear-weapon-free zones by 

the Secretary General of ASEAN, whose presence among us I welcome. 

France understands the aspiration of non-nuclear-weapon States parties to the NPT regarding 

safeguards against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. This aspiration is legitimate. 

My country, as a nuclear-weapon State, fully assumes its commitments and responsibilities in 

this regard. 

My country has made strong commitments in terms of security assurances, either 

unilaterally or within a regional framework. 

- Our doctrine of deterrence is the first of these guarantees, because it is strictly 

defensive. The use of nuclear weapons would only be conceivable in extreme 

circumstances of self-defence, a right recognized by the Charter of the United Nations. 

 

- France's commitments to security assurances, both negative and positive, were also set 

out in a statement to the Conference on Disarmament in April 1995. The United 

Nations Security Council took note of this in its Resolutions 984 and 2310. 



 

- The negative security guarantees granted by France were reiterated at the highest level 

in 2015. The President of the Republic has undertaken not to use or threaten to use 

nuclear weapons against any non-nuclear-weapon State party to the Treaty on the 

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which respects its international non-

proliferation obligations. 

 

- France considers that the provision of negative security assurances within a regional 

framework constitutes an important path for nuclear disarmament and non-

proliferation. We have thus granted negative security guarantees to some 100 States, 

within the framework of the protocols to the treaties establishing nuclear-weapon-free 

zones in several regions of the world: the Treaty of Tlatelolco, the Treaty of 

Rarotonga, the Treaty of Pelindaba and the Treaty of Semipalatinsk. France has also 

signed a cross-declaration on Mongolia's nuclear-weapon-free status.  

 

France stands ready to expand this mechanism, in accordance with the principles adopted by 

consensus in 1999 by the Disarmament Commission. France is ready to resume 

consultations without delay with ASEAN countries and other P5 members to sign the 

protocol to the Bangkok Treaty establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South-East 

Asia. We strongly hope that the States mainly concerned will be able to reconsider their 

position on the subject in order to allow such a step forward before 2020.  

Furthermore, my country has supported, from the outset, the establishment of a zone free of 

weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery in the Middle East on the basis of a 

voluntary commitment by all. This is an important objective, which involves, in particular, a 

lasting resolution of proliferation crises and the accession of all States in the region to the 

relevant conventions. 

 

M. President,  

Allow me to say a few words about the regional environment in Asia. As the French Minister 

of the Armed Forces recently recalled, the security context in Asia and its challenges also 

directly affects us. 

Because France is part of the region. In Asia-Pacific, we have territories, more than 1.6 

million inhabitants, several islands of different status, large exclusive economic zones, and the 

responsibility that goes with the territory. 

My country has just completed its strategy in Asia-Oceania. This is based on an assessment of 

the regional situation characterized by increasing strategic competition, a decline in 

multilateralism and its fundamental values, such as sovereign equality, non-interference and 

respect for borders. 



In this context, the French strategy in Asia-Oceania aims to strengthen France's presence and 

action in the region at the political, strategic, economic and environmental levels, in particular 

by consolidating our strategic partnerships, without exclusion but in accordance with our 

principles. 

I would like to highlight that we will contribute to regional stability through our military and 

security cooperation. We support the construction of a regional security architecture and the 

centrality of ASEAN. In this respect, we support the strengthening of the European Union's 

positioning in the region, in particular through the conclusion of the strategic partnership with 

ASEAN. 

We have taken steps to be closer to the various ASEAN structures, in particular ADMM+ 

(ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting-Plus), where France would provide its operational 

expertise. 

Lastly, we will preserve, with our partners, free and open access to maritime transport routes. 

Thank you very much./.  

 


