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Mr. President,  

We see transparency as a key component of the progressive approach to nuclear disarmament 

and more generally of the implementation of their non-proliferation obligations by States. 

France has made several unprecedented gestures of transparency. 

1 - First of all, with regard to the French forces:  

France was the first State to make public the total (and not limited to deployed strategic 

operational weapons) figure of its nuclear arsenal. In the Istres speech of February 2015, the 

former President of the Republic F. Hollande announced that the French arsenal did not 

exceed 300 nuclear weapons. The composition of the French arsenal has also been specified: 

France has three lots of 16 missiles carried by 4 submarines, and 54 ASMPA delivery 

systems; it has no nuclear weapons in reserve. French nuclear weapons are not targeted. In 

addition, all space and ballistic missile launches are subject to pre-notification under the 

Hague Code of Conduct. 



2 - Secondly, France promotes transparency on its doctrine, which is regularly and 

publicly exposed by the political authorities at the highest level. I refer you here to the speech 

delivered by my delegation last week at the CD's informal session on nuclear deterrence. 

In addition to our action at the national level, we encourage the continuation of the 

strategic dialogue in P5 format on doctrines. This dialogue benefits the P5 itself but also 

beyond, it is the essence of our engagement with NPDI countries or other non-nuclear-

weapon States with whom we consider it essential to establish a trust-based dialogue. 

In general, transparency, including dialogue on nuclear doctrines and postures, can make a 

significant contribution to reducing risks, particularly those related to the intentional use of 

nuclear weapons based on misjudgements or miscalculations. That is why we will continue to 

advocate for a deeper dialogue on these issues and the establishment of concrete confidence-

building measures that contribute to strategic risk reduction. In particular, we hope that the 

NPT Review Conference will be the occasion for a dedicated event of the P5 States on 

doctrines. 

3 - Thirdly, France also applies transparency on concrete disarmament measures: 

France is the only nuclear-weapon State that has irreversibly dismantled its facilities for the 

production of fissile material for nuclear weapons. In 2008 and 2009, it organized several 

unprecedented visits to the Pierrelatte and Marcoule sites for representatives of the 

diplomatic community, international experts and journalists to witness the dismantlement of 

the fissile material production plants for weapons located at these two sites. 

Visits were also organized for members of the Conference on Disarmament in 2015 to the 

Luxeuil air base, as part of the one-third reduction of the airborne nuclear component, as 

well as to the Albion plateau, which hosted the ground-to-ground component that France has 

also dismantled. 

Further visits will be organised in the upcoming year. 

To these measures must be added the opening of the Pacific Experimental Centre from 1996 

to 1998 to an international expert mission to evaluate the effect of French tests on the 

environment, which resulted in an IAEA report. This was an unprecedented measure among 

nuclear-armed powers. 



Reporting contributes to the transparency efforts of States. In the previous review cycle of 

the Non-Proliferation Treaty, France had coordinated efforts within the P5 to achieve a 

standardisation of the P5 reports, in accordance with the 2010 Action Plan. The P5 reports are 

thus structured in a similar way and include identical headings covering all three pillars of the 

NPT. France will submit its national implementation report for the 2020 Review Conference 

(covering actions 5, 20 and 21 of the 2010 Action Plan). 

 

Mr. President,  

France is an active participant in the various forums dealing with the verification of nuclear 

disarmament, whether it is the IPNDV or the GGE - and I thank the Norwegian representative 

for presenting the results of the GGE, which has recently completed its work and we 

encourage a follow-up to this work. 

As part of Phase 2 of the IPNDV, France has engaged in the organization of a technical 

exercise on disarmament verification, alongside Germany. The Franco-German exercise 

NuDiVe (Nuclear Disarmament Verification) will take place at the end of September 2019 

and will bring together around twenty participants of about ten nationalities at the research 

centre of Jülich, in Germany. The exercise will implement inspection procedures to ensure 

that nuclear materials could not be diverted during the dismantling of a nuclear weapon. 

This exercise is part of France's efforts to ensure transparency. In conclusion, I would like to 

reiterate that an exemplary attitude of transparency regarding the doctrine, the state of forces 

and the disarmament measures implemented is essential and must accompany our efforts at 

every stage of progressive disarmament, towards the realization of a world without nuclear 

weapons. We encourage all nuclear-weapon States to make the same effort to ensure truth and 

transparency. 

Thank you./. 

 


