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Mr. President, 

France fully aligns itself with the statement delivered by the European Union at the 

beginning of the session. I would like to add a few additional remarks in my national capacity. 

Allow me first of all, Mr. President, to congratulate you on the way you are conducting 

the work of the Conference on Disarmament and it is not too late to wish you success. I would 

like to tell you very simply, at the beginning of this session, that my delegation is fully mobilized 

to contribute to the work of the CD in an open and constructive manner. We return to this room 

with clarity about the difficulties that this forum faces but also fully determined to support the 

successive Presidencies in contributing to its work, which we continue to consider essential to 

our collective security.  

I will not mention again my country's positions on the Conference on Disarmament. They 

are known. They do not vary and have not varied. On this point, I must say that the 

developments in the strategic and security environment can only confirm our certainties. They 

were set out in our strategic review, which was published at this time last year and whose 

analysis remains fully valid.  

 

Mr. President, Dear Colleagues,  

We acknowledge the complexity and deterioration of the international situation.  

We do so out of realism and with the conviction that multilateralism must regain its 

effectiveness in order to provide an answer, even partial, to this degradation. In this uncertain 

context, the temptation of resignation or inaction is not a solution. As you know, my country 

continues to contribute actively and concretely to the resolution of regional security crises and 

the strengthening of international security. This does not prevent us from firmly believing in 

arms control and disarmament. I would indeed like to recall France's commitment to the various 

instruments in force in this field, which contribute to guaranteeing strategic stability. In this 

regard, we call on all parties to double their efforts to preserve existing conventional and 

nuclear arms control instruments.  



As such, along with its partners and allies, France has come to the conclusion that Russia 

has developed a missile system, 9M729, in violation of the Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF) 

Treaty. In recent months, Russia has not responded to the repeated requests for explanations or 

calls for a consistent implementation in compliance with of the Treaty. France regrets reaching a 

situation in which the United States had to notify its withdrawal from the INF Treaty. We call on 

Russia to use the six-month period opened by the suspension of US obligations under the INF 

Treaty to return in full compliance. During this time, France will continue to encourage an in-

depth dialogue with Russia and to consult closely with its NATO allies. 

France also encourages Russia and the United States to extend the New Start Treaty on 

their nuclear arsenals beyond 2021 and to negotiate a successor treaty. 

 

Mr. President, Dear Colleagues,  

Let us be honest: arms control and disarmament processes, in order to help build a safer 

world for all, can only lead to concrete results if they are the product of truly shared diagnoses 

on the issues at hand. The aporia we are witnessing can only be overcome if we all find a shared 

interest.   

Our collective objective is to make our strategic environment less uncertain and more 

stable.  In the recent past, disarmament has too often been approached in an autonomous, if not 

disconnected, manner, without a serious and thorough analysis of the strategic context and 

political realism. It must now take full account of contemporary military realities, technological 

breakthroughs, capability developments and new threats. We believe that nothing will come out 

of this Chamber without this necessary effort to take all these dimensions into account. A 

simplistic approach to disarmament will not produce any concrete progress.  

 Yet, we have the necessary expertise here to do this complex analytical work. Our wealth 

is above all our expertise. Last year, the five subsidiary bodies did not make it possible to launch 

major negotiations on any instrument.  But they have made it possible to make progress on a 

common understanding of technical issues at stake on each of the themes addressed. That's not 

a small amount. It is even very significant. We remain convinced that the boundary between 

discussions and negotiations is artificial since no disarmament or arms control agreement will 

be concluded without this prior debate aimed at a shared understanding of the issues at stake. 

We hope that this experience will continue and be deepened this year because it is important to 

go beyond the political divisions that are mostly based on an unproductive confrontation of 

principled positions, and not on the search for common ground in the best interest of all. 

 

Mr. President, Dear Colleagues, 

At the beginning of this year, it is customary to say that you have the delicate task of 

putting the Conference on Disarmament back to work. Did it ever stop working?  Adopting a 

program of work is a laudable objective, but we are aware of the difficulty of the task. We are 

studying with interest the draft you kindly submitted to us and you can count on France's full 

support in your efforts to ensure that this Conference returns to its original mandate - the 

negotiation of multilateral disarmament agreements - taking into account the progresses and 



achievements made in recent years. In this regard, the priority for my country remains the 

immediate launch of negotiations on a treaty banning the production of fissile material for 

nuclear weapons (FMCT) on the basis of document CD/1299 and the mandate it contains. Of all 

the possible advances in the field of disarmament, this is undoubtedly the most mature project, 

and its negotiation is within reach, as evidenced by the extensive work carried out in recent 

years in the various expert groups on the FMCT. In a strategic environment that is more 

unpredictable and tense than ever before, a cut-off treaty to cap current stocks of usable fissile 

material for nuclear weapons remains relevant and up-to-date. The FMCT is not only the next 

logical step, but also an essential and irreplaceable step towards any concrete progress towards 

nuclear disarmament. 

In addition to efforts on the program of work, realism also requires us to explore 

practical solutions such as continuing work through thematic subsidiary bodies.  The work 

carried out in this context last year has led to very encouraging substantial progress. In 

particular, they have made it possible to transcend the procedural debates or political 

confrontations that unfortunately characterize too often this forum, in order to exchange, in a 

more serene manner, on the main technical issues of the various subjects on the agenda. A 

renewal of these subsidiary bodies would also make up for the lack of continuity linked to the 

short rotation cycle of CD presidencies. It could therefore enable the CD to return to the 

principle of long-term work. 

Similarly, my delegation would see only advantages in strengthening coherence between 

the different pillars of the disarmament machinery, by promoting all possible synergies. This 

may, for example, bring coherence between the work of the First Committee and the Conference 

on Disarmament (their works - particularly on the FMCT - may converge).  

It may also be a matter of further enhancing coherence between the Conference on 

Disarmament and UNIDIR. On this point, my delegation would see only advantages in the CD 

being able to mandate the Institute so that it can produce research that can fully inform this 

forum through studies and analyses on the subjects I mentioned previously. The aim is to 

facilitate the negotiations on disarmament with the aim of strengthening international security, 

as provided for in UNIDIR's mandate. 

 

Mr. President, 

You can count on my delegation's full support and firm commitment to continue to 

reflect on these various points, and above all to help facilitate the continuation of the substantive 

work of the Conference on Disarmament as soon as possible. 

Thank you very much./. 


