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Allow me first of all to welcome Christopher Ford, US Assistant Secretary of State for 

International Security and Non-Proliferation, to the Conference on Disarmament today. I 

thank the American presidency for giving us the opportunity to raise a matter of great 

importance to my country: the link between the evolution of the strategic and security 

context and the issue of disarmament. 

In the face of new global challenges, the world needs effective multilateralism. That is 

why France continues to believe that the international community must fully invest itself 

in a vision of legal regulation of power relations. We must double our efforts to preserve 

existing conventional and nuclear arms control instruments.  

However, we cannot ignore the changes in our strategic environment. At the beginning of 

last year, we presented here at the CD the "Strategic Review of Defense and National 

Security".  

This review depicts a deeply unstable and unpredictable multipolar environment, 

characterized by a persistently high terrorist threat, simultaneous crises, the military 

assertion of established or emerging powers, the proliferation of weapons of mass 

destruction and their means of delivery, the weakening of multilateral frameworks and 

the acceleration of technological changes. These developments are impacting the armed 

forces capabilities in all environments, including digital space, which is becoming a 

potential area of confrontation, as exo-atmospheric space is. The work of the GGE under 

the Brazilian leadership is very enlightening in this regard. 



In recent years, we have witnessed the standardization of the use of chemical weapons 

in the context of the conflict in Syria. Similarly, biological risk continues to increase. The 

North Korean proliferation crisis and the ambition of proliferating regional powers are 

exposing us to the emergence of a real nuclear military multipolarity. 

The analysis described by the French Strategic Review acknowledges the rise in 

tensions of all kinds, the complexity and novelty of the strategic environment. It is no 

excuse for inaction. That is why your CEND initiative is timely and welcome.  We must be 

ready to meet the many challenges ahead, with responsibility, realism and determination, 

within the framework of a multilateral and consensual approach. However, a simplistic 

approach to disarmament, disregarding contemporary military realities, technological 

breakthroughs, capacity developments or new threats, cannot produce any concrete 

progress. Worse still, it can be counterproductive and even dangerous. You mentioned 

the TPNW, Mr. Ford, as an example and we agree with your analysis. The TPNW is 

more than a trompe l'oeil. It is a threat to the NPT for it challenges its spirit and letter.  

At a time when the international security environment continues to deteriorate and when 

the nuclear fact is reappearing in force, it is important to reaffirm, without ambiguity, the 

crucial role of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons for international 

security. The NPT remains the cornerstone of global strategic stability and an 

irreplaceable bulwark against the risk of nuclear proliferation. This requires a balanced 

approach among the three pillars by (i) providing a firm and resolute response to non-

proliferation crises, (ii) promoting the development of civilian nuclear energy while 

respecting safety and security conditions, and (iii) adopting a progressive and pragmatic 

approach to disarmament, the only realistic one, in order to promote regional and 

international stability, on the basis of undiminished security for all. 

With regard to nuclear disarmament, for example, our roadmap remains valid: The 

United States and Russia still possess nearly 90% of the world's nuclear weapons 

stockpile today and reduction efforts must continue. These two countries must continue 

their efforts to preserve the New Start Treaty until 2021 and renew it until 2026, and start 

negotiations on a successor treaty now. 

- the entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty is a priority. France 

calls on all States that have not already done so to sign and ratify the CTBT. 



- Secondly, we believe that negotiations should be launched without delay at the CD on a 

treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons and other nuclear 

explosive devices (FMCT) on the basis of document CD/1299 and the mandate it 

contains. An FMCT will prevent the quantitative development of nuclear arsenals.  

- Work on nuclear disarmament verification is also important to build confidence and 

deserves to be pursued, both within the framework of the International Partnership for 

the Verification of Nuclear Disarmament (IPNDV) and the Group of Governmental  

Experts (GGE). 

Lastly, we believe that it is possible to work on reducing the strategic risks associated 

with nuclear weapons, which is based on the transparency of nuclear doctrines, dialogue 

between political and military leaders, crisis communication instruments and reinsurance 

measures. 

As we approach the 3rd NPT Preparatory Committee, and the 2020 Review Conference 

coinciding with the 50th anniversary of the entry into force of the Treaty, it is our 

collective responsibility to reaffirm the authority of the Treaty and to recall its successes.  

We want the NPT Review Conference to be a complete success.  

To conclude, France is convinced that only an approach based on a realistic analysis of 

our strategic environment, which could be supported by your initiative, can help us to 

make progress towards disarmament. Taking into account the principle of undiminished 

safety for all, we must give credibility to our common ambitions in the field of 

disarmament and arms control and reintroduce into our disarmament community the 

strategic culture that we have been missing in recent years. 

Thank you./. 


